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Charges are pending following an investigation by the Monroe County 

Sheriff’s Office that uncovered a large-scale operation allegedly selling 

counterfeit luxury merchandise. 

According to the sheriff’s office, investigators were contacted in late Oc-

tober or early November by a private company that specializes in identi-

fying fraudulent sales of counterfeit goods on behalf of luxury brands 

such as Louis Vuitton, Prada, and Coach. The company had been tracking 

an online retailer known as The Luxe Closet since November 2023 for 

allegedly selling fake luxury-branded items. 

Investigators said the operation initially distributed products from Hamilton County before shifting its distribution 

center to Madisonville sometime in 2025, prompting the company to alert local authorities. 

Monroe County investigators confirmed the alleged fraud by making multiple online purchases and retrieving the 

items from the Madisonville location. With assistance from the Madisonville Police Department and the Tenth Ju-

dicial District Attorney’s Office, authorities executed 

search warrants at both the Madisonville distribution cen-

ter and the owner’s residence in Hamilton County. 

Continued on Page 4 (see Counterfeit Goods) 
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 ●Mon:   Closed 
 ●Tuesday-Decatur beside Southeast Bank  

at the Boys and Girls Club -10:30 - 2 
●Wed: Etowah Across from Johnsons-10:30 - 2                    

●Thu: Athens Family Dollar  10:30 –2  
●Fri: Sweetwater Little Drugs-10:30 - 2:30   

http://www.mcminntankandpipe.com/
http://www.tvfcu.com/
http://www.osmentflooring.com/
https://www.facebook.com/allthingsexterior.net/
https://www.mcminntankandpipe.com/
mailto:mailto:wyxiradio@gmail.com
http://www.farrellscabinets.com/
http://www.facebook.com/2dudesbbq
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A rear-end colli-

sion occurred 

Friday just before 

4 p.m. on Willson 

Street near Starr 

Street in the City 

of Niota after a 

vehicle slowed 

for a school bus. 

A 2022 Buick LaCrosse was struck from behind by a 2015 

Jeep Wrangler while stopping. Two females were traveling in 

the Buick, and a single female was driving the Jeep. No inju-

ries were reported, and all parties declined medical treatment 

at the scene. 

Niota Fire and North McMinn Fire responded along with 

AMR and the McMinn County Sheriff’s Office. The crash is 

under investigation by Tennessee Highway Patrol Trooper 

Dean Conk. 

Source: David Prater, Niota Rural FD 

Rear-End Crash Reported Near  

School Bus Stop in Niota 

Fire Crews Respond to                           

Illegal Burn on Highway 310 

Firefighters responded 

Thursday a ft ernoon 

around 5:30 p.m. to re-

ports of smoke coming 

from a property along 

Highway 310 in Etowah. 

Upon arrival, crews deter-

mined the source to be 

the burning of household garbage. 

Englewood Rural Fire Department and Etowah Rural 

Fire Department both responded to the scene. No in-

juries or property damage were reported. 

Fire officials are reminding the public that burning 

household trash is a violation of Environmental Pro-

tection Agency regulations and may result in fines. 

Photo by Lynn Ingram, Englewood Rural FD 

https://bowaterecu.org/
https://registration.clevelandstate.cc/
http://www.dynastyspas.com/
http://www.drcprint.com/
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Bowater Credit Union member Erika Galish has won the $1,000 Pay It Forward prize for her favorite 

nonprofit doing good in our area: Grace and Mercy Ministries. Bowater Credit Union asks its members 

to nominate their favorite nonprofit organizations that help people in the counties eligible for credit 

union membership: Bradley, McMinn, Meigs, Monroe, and Polk. Up to five $1,000 prizes are awarded 

each year, and Grace and Mercy Ministries is the fourth winner of 2025. 

Founded in 2010, Grace and Mercy Ministries has been dedicated to feeding those who are less fortu-

nate. They carry out their mission in several ways. Monday, Wednesday, and Friday are their serving 

days, and each day they feed over 100 people! Erika explains that they “have a delivery service for the 

city of Athens for individuals who mentally and physically can’t come to the center.” Another part of 

their mission is providing transportation for people to come to the center for a hot meal and a shower. The center also has a pantry that supplies 

snack packs to people who might need extra help over weekends and holidays. 

With Bowater’s Pay It Forward grant, Grace and Mercy Ministries will be able to provide three meals to over 100 people—enough to help feed 

their community for a week. The funds will also be used to stock the pantry, buy utensils, and fuel the bus for transportation needs. This support  

could also boost volunteer morale and strengthen volunteer engagement. Grace and Mercy Ministries relies heavily on local churches and three 

annual fundraisers. With this award, we hope to bring awareness to such a wholesome organization. To learn more about Grace and Mercy Minis-

tries, donate, or volunteer, visit their website at http://www.gracemercyt.org. Follow, like, and share their Facebook page at Grace and Mercy 

Ministries, Inc. 

Bowater Credit Union began the Pay It Forward program in 2010 to give back to the community it serves. Since the program’s inception, Bowater 

CU has donated $61,000 to various charities, making a positive impact in our community. For more information, visit BowaterECU.org. Bowater 

Employees Credit Union is a federally insured financial institution serving those who live, work, or go to school in Bradley,  McMinn, Meigs, Mon-

roe, and Polk counties. With five branches, over 20,000 members, and $300 million in assets, Bowater offers savings, checking, loans, and finan-

cial education services.  Contributed by: Nicole Andrino, Bowater  ECU 

Bowater Credit Union Donates $1,000 to Grace and Mercy Ministries 

http://www.wyxi.net/tradingpost.htm
http://www.dooleytractorcompany.com/
http://www.gracemercyt.org
http://www.BowaterECU.org
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During the search, investigators seized more than 3,000 

counterfeit items, including handbags, wallets, clothing, 

jewelry, watches, and shoes. If authentic, officials esti-

mated the items would have had a retail value of approxi-

mately $1.2 million. Authorities also recovered counterfeit 

leather spray used to enhance the appearance and smell of 

the fake products, along with a portable building used for 

storage and a vehicle allegedly used to transport the mer-

chandise. 

Investigators reported finding evidence suggesting the 

counterfeit goods originated outside the United States. The 

Monroe County Sheriff’s Office Criminal Investigation 

Division continues to investigate the source of the products. 

Officials emphasized that while it is not illegal to possess 

counterfeit items for personal use, it is illegal to sell or pos-

sess such items with the intent to sell. The investigation 

remains ongoing, and charges are pending. 

Source: WATE 

Counterfeit Goods (Continued) 
All Injuries Minor Following Crash Involv-

ing McMinn County Deputy 

All individuals involved in a 

vehicle crash involving a 

McMinn County Sheriff’s 

deputy Saturday afternoon 

were transported to a local 

hospital as a precaution, ac-

cording to an updated statement from Sheriff Joe Guy. 

The sheriff reported that all injuries were minor. 

The crash occurred around 12:30 p.m. on Ingleside Ave-

nue in Athens while a deputy was transporting an ar-

restee. Initial information released by the sheriff indicated 

the deputy’s patrol vehicle collided with another car after 

it reportedly pulled out in front of the patrol unit. 

Sheriff Guy said an investigation into the crash is ongo-

ing. No additional details about the cause of the collision 

were provided in the latest update. 

Further information is expected to be released as the in-

vestigation continues. 

mailto:mailto:radiostephaniedevine@gmail.com
https://www.intouch.org/listen
http://www.shopgreeks.com/
https://www.wate.com/news/monroe-county-news/thousands-of-counterfeit-luxury-items-seized-in-madisonville-raid/
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Co mpassionate          
Serv ice  in  Your 
Time of Need 

I 
n times of grief, making difficult decisions about 
how best to honor the memory of someone so    
important can be overwhelming. We are here to 

help with complete, professional and compassionate 
funeral planning services to meet your needs and 
respectfully celebrate the life and legacy of your 
loved one. 

Carol Gilles Hurn, 78 of Decatur, passed away on Friday, De-

cember 12. She  served as a former church clerk at Faith Baptist 

Church, and was a dedicated member of Walnut Grove Baptist 

Church. A funeral service will be held at 11 a.m., on Wednes-

day, December 17 at Walnut Grove Baptist Church.  Interment 

will follow in the Meigs County Memorial Gardens. The family 

will receive friends from 5 to 7 p.m. on Tuesday, December 16, 

2025 in the Chapel of Decatur Funeral Home & Cremation Ser-

vices. Decatur Funeral Home & Cremation Services is honored 

to serve the Hurn family.  

Margaret Jane “Peggy” Hassell, 74 of Athens, passed 

away on Wednesday, December 10. Peggy enjoyed travel-

ing, visiting the beach, gardening, and spending time with her 

family. She was a devoted member of Keith Memorial United 

Methodist Church and a graduate of Clayton State. Peggy 

worked locally at Edward Jones for 18 years as a senior branch 

office administrator and, prior to that, with the Athens Area 

Chamber of Commerce. There are no services planned at this 

time. Companion Funeral Home of Athens and the Cody family 

are honored to assist Peggy’s family during this difficult time. 

Obituaries 
Athens City Council Seeks Applicants for 

Volunteer Boards and Committees 

The Athens City Council is accepting applications from resi-

dents interested in serving the community through appoint-

ments to several volunteer boards and committees. 

City officials say the openings provide an opportunity for citi-

zens to take an active role in local government by contributing 

ideas, expertise, and guidance that help shape the city’s future. 

Applicants should be committed, thoughtful, and willing to 

participate in regular meetings and civic responsibilities. 

Current vacancies are available on the Board of Adjustment & 

Appeals, Council Advisory Committee, Historic Preservation 

Commission, and the Municipal Regional Planning Commis-

sion. 

Residents can find eligibility requirements, meeting schedules, 

responsibilities, and application materials online at:     

   cityofathenstn.com/boards-committees. 

For additional information, the Office of the City Manager can 

be contacted at 423-744-2702 or by email at 

admin@athenstn.gov 

https://www.lwf.org/radio
mailto:mailto:radiostephaniedevine@gmail.com
https://www.gocomics.com/comics/a-to-z
https://forms.gle/4Bf5PNp5MdbECp968
http://www.zieglerfuneralhome.com/
https://cityofathenstn.com/boards-committees/

