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30 YEARS EXPERIENCE

Drastically Reduced pricing on LVP Flooring to
make room for our NEW TOP QUALITY CABINETS!!

Carpet starting at .69/sq.ft.
Linoleum starting at .89/sq.ft.

Small batch flooring as low as $15/box!!!
Ask about our “Match & Beat ANY Price” Policy
2412 Congress Pkwy South, Athens
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We offer same day & next day delivery!
* 1,000 gal Tank & Lowboys
* 1,000 & 1,500 gal Pump Tanks
e 2'& 3' Chamber Pipe
* 3" Schedule 40 Pipe
« Risers in Lids for Easy Pumping

423-507-9487 If it's not listed,

423-744-0121 call us!

Athens, Tennessee

Unsolved Tragedy:

McMinn County Woman Fatally Stabbed, One Year Later Questions Remain

More than a year after 24-year-old Diamond Natasha Young was found critically injured
on a rural road, her death remains unsolved — and her loved ones are still waiting for jus-
tice.

On the evening of April 26, 2023, a couple traveling along County Road 725 in McMinn
County discovered Young lying in the roadway, suffering from multiple stab wounds to

her neck. Despite her grave injuries, evidence suggests she had fought to survive — report-

edly using her own shirt in an attempt to stop the bleeding.

The couple immediately called for help and stayed by her side . ;
Morning Fax

until emergency responders arrived. Young was transported to UT
Today's News. This Morning.

Medical Center in Knoxville, where she clung to life for several

days. Tragically, she succumbed to her injuries on April 30, 2023.

Young’s death shocked the community. Her obituary described her as a loving and devoted friend and family member, leaving many
to question what led to such a violent end — and who is responsible. To date, no arrests have been made in the case. Authorities con-

tinue to investigate and urge anyone with information to come forward.

Anyone who may have seen something suspicious in the area
around the time of the incident, or who has any information about eTuesday-Madisonville: Walmart -10:30 - 2
the case, is encouraged to contact the McMinn County Sheriff’s

Office at (423) 745-5620 eThursday-Athens Family Dollar 10:30 -1:30

VINYL SIDING
DOORS ‘ ROOFING

'\ Things Exterijo,

BUFFY
423-435-8714 423-506-1249

123 Congress Parkway S.Next to B J's Snack Bar.
WE HAVE 19 COLORS TO CHOOSE FROM. MOST ORDERS

WINDOWS

0001 OPE
3 POSEASOAN e

MICAH
103 Dynasty Way « Athens

Order Online « www.dynastypoolsandspas.com

423-745-1425

* Pool and Spa Chemicals
- we do WATER TESTING
« Everything you need!
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READY WITHIN 24 HRS. WE OFFER PICK UP AND DELIVERY.

Your One Stop Shop For All
Your Metal Roofing Needs!

We Want To Earn Your Business! |Eiiéesdoce

TTANK & PIPE

NOW OFFERING
¢ Air Conditioner Concrete Pads
¢ Water Trough Concrete Pads
* Concrete Feed & Water Troughs

» Distribution Boxes for Septic
Pump Systems

423-507-9487
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US ON FACEBOOK
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FACEBOOK.COM/WYXIAM1390
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65th Annual Athens Kiwanis Club Pancake Breakfast
Market Park Pavilion (Downtown Athens)

$5

Children
eat free.

Dine-in or To-Go Available |
Proceeds benefit the youth in Athens and McMinn County.<& ~.

SATURDAY, JUNE 14 7AM - 11 AM

‘l Monday, June 9, 2025
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TBI Investigates Officer-Involved

Shooting in Sweetwater

The Tennessee Bureau of Investigation is conducting an independent
probe into an officer-involved shooting that occurred early Wednesday
morning in Sweetwater, following a request from 10th Judicial District
Attorney General Stephen Hatchett.

The incident took place around 12:55 a.m. at a residence on Camp Hill
Road. Monroe County deputies had responded to reports of a man ex-
periencing a mental health crisis. Upon arrival, the man reportedly
displayed a weapon and then retreated into the home. Negotiators at-
tempted to de-escalate the situation, but when those efforts failed, tear
gas was deployed. The man then opened the door and fired a shot. A
Madisonville police officer, who was part of a Special Response Team
assisting at the scene, returned fire and struck the man.

Officers rendered aid at the scene until EMS arrived and transported
the man to the hospital. His condition has not been publicly released.
No officers were injured during the incident. TBI agents are now work-
ing to piece together the chain of events by collecting evidence and
conducting interviews. The agency emphasized that its role is to gather
facts, not to determine whether the use of force was justified. That deci-
sion will be made by the District Attorney General upon reviewing the
findings.

As standard procedure, the TBI has not released the names of the offi-
cers involved. Any further updates will be made available through the
TBI’s official website at TBINewsroom.com

Community News You Can Use

The McMinn County Board of Education will meet in
Regular Session on Thursday, June 12 at 5:30 p.m. at the
McMinn County Center for Educational Excellence.

The 65th annual Kiwanis Club Pancake Breakfast is set
to take place this Saturday, June 14 from 7am - 11 am.
Kids eat free and tickets for others are just $5. All pro-
ceeds go to benefit the Athens Kiwanis Club and their
ongoing community outreach efforts. See their ad above.

The Athens City Council will be meeting on Monday,
June 9 at 5:00pm for their June Work Session. They will
meet in the Burkett L. Witt Council Chambers of the
Athens Municipal Building.

The annual McMinn County Friends of the Library
Book Sale is scheduled to take place from Thursday,
June 19 to Sunday, June 22. The book sale will once
again be hosted at the McMinn County High School
Cafeteria. All proceeds of the book sale will go to bene-
fit E.G. Fisher Public Library.

® Bowater
MM Credit Union

Own Your Financial Future

109 Congress Pkwy N
Athens, TN 37303

(423) 745-1302
dooleytractorcompany.com

TRACTOR COMPANY
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New body camera footage has surfaced surrounding the arrest and de-
tainment of 74-year-old Elijah Lester Isbill, shedding new light on the
final hours before his death in the Monroe County Justice Center in Feb-
[ ruary 2025. Isbill’s daughter, Windy Duncan, has accused Monroe
County corrections staff of mistreating her father, who died hours after
being taken into custody. She posted videos of the incident online, claim-
ing Isbill was physically abused while in jail custody.

In response, the Monroe County Sheriff’s Office (MCSO) initially
pushed back against the allegations. However, the release of internal
body camera footage from MCSO on Friday appears to confirm some
troubling details about Isbill’s condition during the arrest and detention
process. The footage shows Isbill appearing confused and struggling to
answer basic questions from officers. Despite his apparent disorientation, EMS personnel on scene reportedly advised that he was
lucid, meaning his daughter could not exercise power of attorney.

MCSO claims that Duncan refused medical transport for her father by signing an Against Medical Advice (AMA) form, although
Duncan has publicly stated she was never shown or given any such documentation — and her father was never transported. Addi-
tional jail surveillance footage shows a nurse checking on Isbill before he was placed in a restraint chair with a mesh hood over his
head. Hours later, he was unresponsive. CPR was initiated, and Isbill was transported to Blount Memorial Hospital, where he was
later pronounced dead. An autopsy revealed that Isbill suffered fractured ribs, as well as multiple contusions and abrasions. The
cause of death was listed as cardiac arrhythmia, which the report states was not caused directly by his injuries.

In a statement release, Monroe County Sheriff Tommy Jones acknowledged concerns over the incident and confirmed that discipli-
nary action has been taken. One corporal was fired, and two other corrections deputies resigned before they could be formally termi-
nated. Additional suspensions were handed down to another deputy and two sergeants. Continued on Next Page
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Call Before it Falls! (423) 284-6881 WEDNESDAY  Benefits of Therapy
s - JUNE T Our Guest Speaker will be Gabby Claire
That stump’s not going anywhere on its TIAM TO 1PM | OTR/L Clinical Lead with Select

own Rehabilitation with Dominion in Athens.

Call e Gabby is a graduate from Tennessee

- _a us to rerpovegt. _ Wesleyan University in 2013 and the
University of Saint Augustine in 2015.

Gabby has 10 years' experience working

with the geriatric population in acute,

GABBY CLAIRE subacute and long-term care settings.

OTR/L CLINICAL LEAD WITH opr
SELECT REHABILITATION Gabby earned her certificate as a stroke

Please call rehabilitation specialist in 2017. Please
423-405-3075 | join usto discuss what all Select Therapy
for more information! can do for your loved one.

2090 WEST MADISON AVENUE | ATHENS, TN 37303
423-405-3075 | DOMINIONATHENS.COM
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\Yy Compassionate
?; Service in Your
Time of Need

n times of grief, making difficult decisions about
how best to honor the memory of someone so
important can be overwhelming. We are here to
help with complete, professional and compassionate
funeral planning services to meet your needs and

Ziegler
Funeral Home

521 W. Madison Avenue » Athens, TN

423-745-3123

loved one.

respectfully celebrate the life and legacy of your

www.zieglerfuneralhome.com

Monday, June 9, 2025

Elijah Isbill (Continued)

Sheriff Jones noted that the jail’s padded cell — where Isbill
ideally would have been held — was undergoing maintenance,
forcing officers to use a restraint chair instead. While the de-
vice’s use is standard procedure in correctional settings, Jones
admitted that the behavior seen in the video “does not align with
the standards I uphold.”

The Tennessee Bureau of Investigation (TBI) and District At-
torney General Stephen Hatchett continue to investigate both
the February incident and an earlier arrest of Isbill in May 2024
for DUI. That charge was later dismissed due to lack of probable
cause. DA Hatchett noted that Isbill exhibited similar symptoms
during both encounters, raising questions about how his condi-
tion was evaluated by law enforcement.

In his statement, Sheriff Jones extended condolences to the Is-
bill family and reaffirmed his commitment to accountability:

“I hope that my decisions demonstrate to his loved ones and the
residents of Monroe County that I take my duty seriously and
hold my deputies accountable for their actions.”
As the investigation continues, the community — and Isbill’s
family — wait for further answers about the circumstances that
led to his tragic death.
Sources: NewsChannel9, D.A. Hatchett, Sheriff Tommy Jones
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Obituaries

Belinda Yvonne Moser, 45, passed away on Sunday, June 1.
Belinda was a vibrant soul whose warmth, humor, and love touched
all who knew her. She had a deep love for animals and found joy
and peace in nature, especially during her favorite pastime-fishing.
Her generous heart and enduring kindness left a lasting impression
on her family, friends, and all who had the privilege of knowing
her. Companion Funeral & Cremation Service of Athens, TN, and
the Cody family are honored to serve the Moser family during this
time of remembrance

Brandon Tyler “Craig” Bucker, 31 of McMinn County, passed
away on Saturday, May 24. Brandon was a devoted family man, a
skilled carpenter, and a cherished friend to many. He found joy in
the simple things in life: playing basketball with his son Eli, casting
a line on a quiet fishing day, or gathering around a bonfire with
family and friends. Brandon's memory will live on in the hearts of
those who knew and loved him. He will be deeply missed and for-
ever remembered for his kind heart, strong spirit, and the love he
gave so freely. A memorial service to celebrate Brandon's life will
be held at a later date. Companion Funeral & Cremation Service of
Athens, TN, and the Cody family are honored to serve the Buckner
family during this time of loss
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