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Shortly after 11:00 

am on Tuesday, 

March 4, Monroe 

County Dispatch re-

ceived notification 

that a fire had been 

reported on Hwy 360 

near Rafter Road. 

Evacuations were in 

place and several 

structures were im-

pacted by the fire. Electricity was temporarily shut off in differ-

ent parts of Tellico Plains as a precautionary measure against 

electrical fires in the area. Overnight evacuation 

shelters were set up at Tellico Plains High 

School provided by the American Red Cross. A mobile medical 

unit was provided by Chota Community Health Services. Over 

20 Tri-State Mutual Aid agencies responded to the four separate 

wildfires that left over 100 acres burning in Monroe County.   

Continued on Page 3 

Source: Mitch Ingram-Monroe County Mayor/Tri-State Mu-

tual Aid 

Massive Fire Burns in Monroe County 

• The next caregiver support group at Dominion of Athens will 
be held on Wed., March 12 from 11 am to 1pm. Lunch will be 
provided. Reserve your spot by calling 423-405-3075. Re-
member: YOU ARE NOT ALONE. A Support group can 
help. 

• The Daffodil Days Paw Painting event will take place on Fri-
day evening, March 7 from 3:30pm - 6:30pm at Fuller’s 
Frame Shop in Athens. The cost is $10 per board. If unable to 
attend, boards can be purchased to take home. For more info, 
call Fuller’s at 423-745-7489 

• The Athens City Schools Board of Education draft agenda and 
packet for the Monday, March 10 board meet-
ing can be viewed online on the Athens City 
Schools website. If an individual wants to address the board 
about an item on the agenda, there is a sign-up form provided 
before the meeting to request to speak.  

• The 79th Annual Awards Meeting, sponsored by the Athens 
Area Chamber of Commerce, is Thursday, April 24th. The 
event will be at The Barn at Faith Farms starting at 5:30 pm. 
Each year at the event, the chamber honors members of the 
community with various awards. Tickets are on sale now and 
are available for purchase at the Chamber of Commerce Of-
fice, located at 13 North Jackson Street or by phone 745-0334. 
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423-337-1493 

mailto:wyxiradio@gmail.com
http://www.mcminntankandpipe.com/
http://www.osmentflooring.com/
http://www.athensrvstorage.com/
http://www.livingheritagemuseum.org/
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/1GVyWMBeqA/
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/1BaiGzNCA4/
https://www.andersonhvacrepair.com/
https://www.hiwassee.com/cabinets
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Betty L. Wagner, 85, passed away on Friday, Febru-

ary 28, 2025. She left an indelible mark on the lives 

of all who knew her. The Family will announce a me-

morial at a later date. Companion Funeral Home in 

Athens and the Cody family are honored to assist her 

family with these arrangements.   

Andrew Estel “Buddy” Lynn, 78, a longtime resi-

dent of the Valley Road community, passed away on 

Tuesday, March 4. He was the owner of Valley Road 

Body Shop. Visitation will be held at Ziegler Funeral 

Home from 4:00 until 7:00 PM on Sunday, March 9. 

Funeral services will be at 7:00 PM at the funeral 

home. Graveside services will be held on Monday, 

March 10 at 11:00 AM at Valley Road Cemetery. 

Ziegler Funeral Home has been entrusted with serv-

ing the family of Andrew Estel “Buddy” Lynn. 

Obituaries Arrest Made in Athens Shooting;  
Suspect Charged with Attempted Murder  

Authorities have arrested a suspect in 

connection with the February 28 shoot-

ing on McMinn Avenue that left one 

person with life-threatening injuries. 

Caleb J. Darby, 30, of Chattanooga, 

was taken into custody Tuesday morn-

ing by federal authorities and Chatta-

nooga Police officers. He was trans-

ported back to Athens by detectives 

with the Athens Police Department and 

is now facing a charge of attempted 

first-degree murder. Darby is being held at the McMinn County 

Justice Center on a $450,000 bond. 

Athens Police Chief Schultz expressed his gratitude to the federal, 

state, and local agencies involved in the arrest, including the Bu-

reau of Alcohol, Tobacco, and Firearms, the Bradley County Sher-

iff’s Office, and the Chattanooga Police Department. He also com-

mended the dedication of the Athens Police Department officers. 

The investigation is ongoing, and additional charges are expected. 

Authorities urge anyone with information to contact the Athens 

Police Department at 423-744-2730. 

https://www.facebook.com/allthingsexterior.net/
http://www.thesouthernhomes.com/
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“As of 3.5.2025 at 10:40 AM, all fires have been 

fully controlled, and crews continue monitoring 

conditions. Evacuation orders have been lifted 

for all areas except Lake Heights, which remains 

inaccessible. Road crews are working to clear 

debris, and emergency responders continue to 

assess conditions. Power outages will remain in 

effect as damage is evaluated 

and repairs begin. If you need water or snacks, 

please visit the Tellico Plains Community Cen-

ter, where supplies are available.  

Lunch available at Tellico Plains Community 

Center for volunteers who helped throughout 

the wildfires, anyone with power outages and 

anyone else who needs it. 

Please continue to avoid restricted areas and follow official guidance. We will provide further updates as condi-

tions improve.” Posted by: Mitch Ingram, Monroe County Mayor—Facebook 

Monroe County Public Safety Update 

https://www.tvfcu.com/about-us/location-details.html?id=11004&location-information=athens-1314-decatur-pike--athens-tn-37303?utm_source=google&utm_medium=organic&utm_campaign=gbp
https://www.gocomics.com/comics/a-to-z
mailto:miguel.maria@onbinvestments.com
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/18nDBm36uE/
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Tennessee Wesleyan 

University will host its 

Spring Open House 

on Tuesday, April 1. 

Prospective students 

are encouraged to at-

tend and see first-hand 

the academic, social, 

and athletic ad-

vantages of Tennessee 

Wesleyan. Dr. Forrest and other campus leaders 

and students will be present to an-

swer questions and experience a day 

in the life of a Tennessee Wesleyan Bulldog. Indi-

vidual or group tours can also be scheduled by vis-

iting tnwesleyan.edu 

TWU Spring Open House coming in April 

Main Street Athens would 

like to announce the Grand 

Opening of The Food Hub, 

a first of its kind in Tennes-

see. The Food Hub is a 

shared business space de-

signed to support food and 

beverage entrepreneurs by 

reducing the high costs and 

risks of starting a new busi-

ness. It offers access to a 

fully equipped commercial 

kitchen, mentoring opportunities, and low-cost solutions tailored 

to help aspiring restaurateurs and food producers launch and 

grow their ventures. The Grand Opening will take place on 

Thursday, March 27 from 12pm to 2pm at 3B W. College Street 

in Athens.  

WYXI Radio will broadcast live from the grand opening begin-

ning at 11am until 3pm and you can be a part of the celebration 

by visiting in person or tuning in to the broadcast on FM 94.5 or 

AM 1390.  

For more info, call (423) 333-0329 or email in-

fo@mainstreetathens.org 

Athens Food Hub Set to Open March 27 

https://wyxi.us4.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=636252b40c95d8574e03fa423&id=ad761c73b4
http://www.facebook.com/thewell0010
http://www.wyxi.net/tradingpost.htm
http://www.tnwesleyan.edu
https://www.mainstreetathens.org/
https://www.mainstreetathens.org/food-hub/
https://www.facebook.com/WYXIam1390
mailto:info@mainstreetathens.org
mailto:info@mainstreetathens.org

