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Christian Pastor Pleads Guilty

to Sex Crimes

Lawsuit Alleges McMinn County

A Cleveland pastor has pleaded guilty to
sexual exploitation of a minor after in-
vestigators discovered child sexual

abuse material on his )
laptop. Morning Fax

In the summer of 2023, the Cleveland
b s Police Department (CLPD) received a
| - : tip from the National Center for Missing
and Exploited Children (NCMEC) regarding a user in Cleveland
who had attempted to upload illicit images to Binglmage, an Al-
assisted tool. The platform blocked the uploads and reported the
incident to NCMEC.

Authorities traced the uploads to the home of Richard Lee Sen-
tell, senior pastor at Cornerstone Church of God. A search war-
rant led investigators to a laptop hidden between a mattress and
box spring, which contained 124 unique images of child sexual
abuse material. Further examination revealed Sentell had active-
ly sought such content for several months.

On February 21, 2025, Sentell pleaded guilty to sexual exploita-
tion of a minor. He was sentenced to eight years in prison with-
out the possibility of parole. Source: WDEF

Negligence in Veteran’s Jail Death

A lawsuit has been filed against McMinn County, accusing
officials of "deliberate indifference" in the death of a disa-
bled Navy veteran who was fatally attacked by another
inmate.

The lawsuit, brought by the victim’s son, claims that 48-
year-old Timothy Cook was placed in a holding cell with
24-year-old Jerrod Jones after being arrested for DUI in
early 2018. Despite Jones’ known history of attacking oth-
er inmates—including an incident just weeks prior—jail
staff failed to separate him from others, according to the
lawsuit. Morning Fax

Today's News. This Morning.

Jones assaulted Cook inside the holding cell, causing se-
vere injuries. Cook died about a week later in the hospital.
Jones was later convicted for his death.

The lawsuit argues that McMinn County’s policy of plac-
ing all recently booked inmates in the same holding room
directly contributed to Cook’s death. Cook, a Navy veter-
an, was laid to rest with full military honors.

Source: WTVC NewsChannel9
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We offer same day & next day delivery!
* 1,000 gal Tank & Lowboys
* 1,000 & 1,500 gal Pump Tanks
e 2'& 3' Chamber Pipe
« 3" Schedule 40 Pipe

« Risers in Lids for Easy Pumping

423-507-9487 If it's not listed,
423-744-0121 call us!

MCMINN OSMENT FLOORING

(423) 252-0316
NOW OFFERING 30 YEARS EXPERIENCE

* Air Conditioner Concrete Pads Over 120 Styles of Luxury Vinyl Plank Flooring

 Water Trough Concrete Pads Cozy Carpeting and Beautiful Hardwood
¢ Concrete Feed & Water Troughs The Best Scratch Resistant Laminates
» Distribution Boxes for Septic 12ft & 16ft-wide Sheet Vinyl

Pump Systems

Ask about our “Match & Beat ANY Price” Policy

423-507-9487 Ifit" tlisted,
423-744-0121 ! sc;ﬁ ug € 2412 Congress PkWy South, Athens
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Living Heritage Museum
Upcoming Events

HISTORY FOR LUNCH

Xj <. BRING YOUR LUNCH AND LISTEN TO CANDACE
< . “KITTY” WENGER, EXPERIENCES OF A NAVY
) FIGHTER PILOT
THURSDAY, FEB. 27TH @ NOON
FREE ADMISSION

HERITAGE SCHOOL

CAMPFIRE STORIES
WITH JIM BROOKS
SATURDAY, MARCH 25TH @ 11:00 AM
$5.00 OR FREE WITH MEMBERSHIP

Programs sponsored by C. Scott & Muriel S. Mayfield Family ion, T Arts C , Hugh M.
Willson Family Foundation, and City of Athens
Hours:
Tuesday - Friday: 10 AM -5 PM o
Saturday: 10AM -1PM More Information
Sunday - Monday: Closed X
522 W Madison Ave.
Admission: Athens, TN 37303

Adults: $5.00 . L
Senior 60+: $3.00 423-745-0329
Students: $3.00 www.livingheritagemuseum.org
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Come See Us For All Your METAL ROOFING Needs!

Your ONE STOP Shop: Metal Roofing, Vinyl Siding,

WE ARE HERE TO HELP WITH ALL
| Things Exter'o',YOUR ROOFING & REMODELING NEEDSI!
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423-435-87 14

MiIiCAH
B facebook e’ az23-506-1249

Joyce Ann Morrow Miller, 81 of Englewood,
passed away on Monday, February 24. She was a
longtime member of the Church of God and operated
Miller’s Wholesale Carpet in 1970 alongside her hus-
band. The family will receive friends from 1-3 PM on
Saturday, March 1 at the Church of God at McMinn
County. A celebration of life service will follow the
visitation at the Church. Laycock-Hobbs Funeral
Home in Athens is in charge of the arrangements.

Carey Hooper, 44 originally of Etowah, TN., passed
away Tuesday, February 4. Carey was an avid fisher-
man and Tennessee Vols fan. A memorial service
will be held at 12:30 p.m., Saturday, March 1 in the
chapel of Bordwine Funeral Home. The family will
receive friends from 11:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m., Satur-
day prior to the service. Bordwine Funeral Home of
Etowah is in charge of arrangements.

Bobby Joe Little, 54 of Loudon, passed away on
Monday, February 24. He put his heart into every-
thing he did. He loved music and going to concerts,
often with his kids. Bobby was especially known
for his quick wit and sharp sense of humor—he
could always find a way to make people laugh, no
matter the situation. A graveside service will be on
Saturday, March 1 at 11:00 a.m. at Prospect Baptist
Church Cemetery, Loudon, TN. Good Samaritan
Funeral Home, Athens is in charge of arrange-
ments.

We encourage you to e-mail results from local
school sporting events for use in the Morning
Fax. If you take a newsworthy photograph,
send it to: wyxiradio@gmail.com
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JOIN OUR TEAM 0 w
¢ Executive Director

OPEN POSITION
TO GET A JOB DESCRIPTION
OR SEND IN A RESUME:
ministrygm678 @gmail.com
We are a Christian, non-profit organization that seeks to
address the food insecurities in McMinn County, TN.
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TWU sets enrollment record for
Spring 2025 semester

Tennessee Wesleyan University announced a record enrollment
to begin the Spring 2025 semester following the previously an-
nounced record in the Fall 2024 semester. The Spring semester
enrollment of 1,181 represents a 15.7% increase over Spring
2024 numbers. The record enrollment is due to increases in sev-
eral areas. The number of students in the Wilhelm Dental Hy-
giene Program and Dual Enrollment program both saw spring
records. The number of students in graduate programs also set
new spring records, with individual records in the Executive
MBA, Executive MS, and Master of Science in Morning Fax
Sports Leadership programs. fri e T

In addition to the increases in the programs listed above, the
retention rate for transfers also reached a spring record at 95%.
Through strong academic programs, service-learning opportuni-
ties, student organizations, and athletics, Tennessee Wesleyan
University is transforming the lives of nearly 1,200 students to
become enlightened servant leaders who believe in serving oth-
ers, pursuing knowledge, and leading by example.

Visit tnweslevan.edu to learn more.

Source: Blake McCaslin, TWU VP for Marketing, Communi-
cations, and Community Engagement

Sons of the American Revolution
Swear in Six New Members

Six new members were sworn into the Hiwassee Chapter
of the Sons of the American Revolution. Patriot Legacies
of Blount County presented the program and gave useful
information on how to find patriots.

L-R Fred Underdown SAR National Trustee

Morning Fax

day's News. This Morning

New members Carter Holmes, Richard Holmes (Father &
Son) Ivan Cardin, Edgar Bohannon III & IV (Father & Son),
Frank McKenzie, and Ed Waldron Chapter President.

With an estimated 10,000+ Daily Audience,
Advertise
- with the Morning Faxand
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Contact: Stephanie Devine
Account Sales Representative

Email: radiostephaniedevine@gmail.com Phonet#t: 423-462-5309

JOB DETAILS
Entry Level Production
$21.82 an Hour
12-Hour Rotating Shifts

Shift Differential
Premium for Nights

Domfar

Formerly Resolute Forest Products

OPEN INTERVIEWS |

Saturday, March 8, 2025
8:00 AM - 3:00 PM
5020 Highway 11 South
Calhoun, Tennessee

® Weekly Production
Incentives

® Benefit Package & 401(k)

Registration Savings Plan

8:00 AM - 8:30 AM

® Overtime Available

We are seeking detailed-oriented and hard-working individuals
to join our dynamic team. This is a great opportunity for
motivated candidates to learn more about our company and
showcase their skills. If you are passionate about your work
and thrive in a meticulous and diligent environment, we want to
meet you.

Interviews will be held on a first-come, first-serve basis. Arrive
early for registration to get a slot. Bring a valid driver license,
your resume, and copy of your GED or diploma.
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Save the Date: Friendly City Festivals return for 2025!

Friendly City Festivals is pleased to announce the dates for its 2025 festival/concert schedule!

National MooFest, McMinn County’s beloved dairy festival, is scheduled for Saturday, June 7. Taking place from 10:00 a.m. until
5:00 p.m.in historic downtown Athens, Tennessee, the festival features several popular activities including the Maggie Strutt, local
shopping, live entertainment on three stages plus MooGrass Jam Session, over 300 food, crafts and arts vendors, Morning Fax
Mayfield Dairy Farms contests, and AgAvenue. MooFest is presented by Friendly City Festivals, The City of Ath-  TodsNews s Moming

ens, McMinn County Tourism Board, and Mayfield Dairy Farm.

The 14th Annual Sounds of Summer concert series will be on Saturday nights at 7:00 p.m. at Market Pavilion in historic down-
town Athens. The lineup features:

Saturday, June 7th - Emi Sunshine
Saturday, June 28th - Run Katie Run
FRIDAY, July 4th - Sweet Georgia Sound (7:00 PM Before the Fireworks at Regional Park!)
Saturday, July 19th - Authentic Unlimited
Saturday, August 9th - Kinslee Melhorn & September Song
Saturday, August 16th- Nate Viele & Mendingwall

One of the premier fall festivals in East Tennessee for 22 years, Pumpkintown, will be held on Saturday, October 11 from 10:00
a.m. until 5:00 p.m. The Scott Crisp Memorial PowWow, live entertainment on two stages, the infamous Mutt Strutt, historical

walking tour, local shopping, over 200 food, craft, information and arts vendors are just a few of the treats in store for you on Octo-
ber 11th!

L § FCULS
3 FAMILY

WEEKDAYS AT 9:30 AM/5:30 PM

ON
WYXI RADIO FM 94.5 AND AM 1390 LI KE & FO LLOW
ATHENS AUTO LOGIC
PRESENTED BY: BOOK(I){I(;;’E I;r;gi, I}.’II‘J(]);E{ ESzPil;I(:RAGE U S O N F A C E B o O K

CLICKHERE OR VISIT
I FACEBOOK.COM/WYXIAM1390

JOHN
FULLER
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Cherokee Basketball
suffers weekend defeat

On Monday night, the Lady Chero-
kees lost 80-61 in the District 5-4A
girls consolation game to Walker
Valley. McMinn was led by Han-
nah Clark with 15 points, followed
by Aven Hennessee with 14 points,
Molly Trentham with 12 points and
Lily Sliger with 9 points. Molly
Trentham and Aven Hennessee were
named to the all-tournament team.

On Tuesday night, the Cherokees lost 81-72 in the District
5-4A district championship game to Walker Valley. Jaxon
Gonzalez led the Cherokees with 22 points, followed by
Reece Frazier with 19 points and Joc Williams with 14
points. Reese Frazier, Madden Cobb and Jaxon Gonzalez
were named to the all-tournament team.

The Lady Cherokees will face Bradley Central in the Re-
gion 3-4A opening round this Friday at . )
7:00 PM at Bradley Central. The Chero- MO‘mlng Fax
kees will play Howard in opening round """ Moms
of region play this Saturday evening at 7:00 PM at home.

Cherokee Basketball Coverage by: Shane Sewell

ATHLETICS

ULIE
HOSTED BY: l'n Ut

WOMEN%LEWELL
VINISIEITES

In its home opener
Wednesday night at
Sherri Parker Lee Sta-
dium, No. 7 Tennessee
claimed its 11th run-

rule victory of the
4 season,  dominating
Radford 10-1.

& Tennessee (14-3) ex-

ploded in the third and
fourth innings, scoring nine runs on eight hits. The surge was
highlighted by a pair of two-run home runs—one from Sophia
Nugent in the third and another from Taylor Pannell in the
fourth.

Freshman Erin Newer shined in her fifth start, improving to 3-0
on the season. The right-hander threw four innings, allowing
one hit, striking out six, and walking two batters. Charli Orsi-
ni closed out the game for the Lady Vols, giving up two hits,
one run, and one walk.

Amayah Doyle got the scoring started in the second inning with
a towering solo shot over the left-field fence. Tennessee expand-
ed its lead in the third when McKenna Gibson extended her hit-
ting streak to 14 games with a double to left, driving in Pannell
for a 2-0 advantage.

The Lady Vols executed a textbook double steal, with Laura
Mealer stealing second and Zoie Shuler stealing home to make
it 3-0.

Nugent capped the third with a two-run blast, her fourth of the
year, pushing the lead to 5-0.

Pannell's towering shot to right-center in the fourth—her eighth
home run of the season—stretched the Lady Vols' advantage to
7-0.

Nugent later drove in the run-rule run with a two-run double to
right, bringing the score to 9-0. The inning ended with a 10-0
score after Gabby Leach's RBI single up the middle.

Radford scored its only run in the fifth, following a walk and a
double to right-center.

DUE UP

Tennessee will play host to Delaware State, Indiana State, and
UT-Martin for the Tennessee Invitational in Knoxville, running
from February 28 to March 2. Source: UTSports.com
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Cleveland Man Faces Grand Jury After Preliminary
Hearing in Ex-Wife’s Murder Case

A Cleveland man accused of murdering his ex-wife appeared in
court last Friday for a preliminary and bond hearing, where a
judge ruled the case would proceed to a grand jury.

Craig Liner, 61, is charged with first-degree and felony murder
in the killing of his ex-wife, realtor Karen Liner. During the
hearing, Cleveland Police Detective Don Nation testified that
surveillance footage from a neighboring home captured Liner
pulling into Karen’s driveway in broad daylight and firing five
shots. He was later seen exiting the garage, getting into a white
sedan, and then stepping out again to fire at Morning Fax
least one more shot. fodars e T omne

Liner’s cousin, Jay Collins, also testified, stating that Liner had
spent the evening before the murder at his home, acting normal-
ly. The next day, however, Liner allegedly returned, seeking to
dispose of several guns and telling Collins, "It's over" and "I
finished it." Collins later contacted authorities.

After reviewing testimony from eight witnesses, Judge Clay
Collins determined the evidence was strong and denied bond.
The case will now go before a grand jury on April 28 to decide
if it will proceed to trial. Liner remains in custody as the investi-
gation continues. Source: Local 3 News

Community News You Can Use

Tennessee Wesleyan University will host its Spring
Open House on Tuesday, April 1. Prospective stu-
dents are encouraged to attend and see first-hand the
academic, social, and athletic advantages of Tennessee
Morning Fax Wesleyan. Dr. Forrest and other campus
raysnes minonine.— [eaders and students will be present to
answer questions and experience a day in the life of a
Tennessee Wesleyan Bulldog. Individual or group tours
can also be scheduled by visiting: tnwesleyan.edu

Main Street Athens has announced the Grand Opening

of The Food Hub, a first of its kind in Tennessee. The

Food Hub is a shared business space designed to sup-

port food and beverage entrepreneurs by reducing the

high costs and risks of starting a new . ,
business. It offers access to a fully I\T/Idorperl'gMFax
equipped commercial kitchen, mentoring opportunities,

and low-cost solutions tailored to help aspiring restaura-

teurs and food producers launch and grow their ven-

tures. The Grand Opening will take place on Thursday,

March 27 from 12pm to 2pm at 3B W. College Street in

Athens. For more info, call (423) 333-0329 or email

info@mainstreetathens.org
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