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MVA On CR 405 - Athens 
This 2009 
Chevrolet over-
turned while 
going around a 
curve on Co Rd 
405, Athens 
close to 1am 
Saturday. The 
driver was in-
jured with no 
medical 
transport and 
the passenger 
was transported 
to UT Hospital Knoxville by AMR and is listed in critical con-
dition. Responding agencies were Englewood Rural Fire, 
Niota Rural Fire, and McMinn County Sheriff’s Dept. THP 
Officer Jackson Mowrer investigated the accident. Photo by 
Lynn Ingram, Englewood Rural Fire Department. 

 

 

Community News You Can Use 

915 Congress Pkwy N. Ste 300 

423.435.4658                                                       

OPEN TUES-SAT 9-5                               

CLOSED SUN & MON               

VETERAN OWNED                                     

MONDAY’S MARKET REPORT: Stock markets were 
higher across the board. Yields were modestly higher. The U.S. 
10-year yield was up to 4.09%. WTI crude oil was down to 
around $82. The Dow Jones Industrial Average was up 407.51 
to 35,473.13. The Standard & Poor's 500 Index was up 40.41 
to 4,518.44, and the NASDAQ Composite Index was up 85.16 
to 13,994.40.  

✓ The Good Faith Clinic will be open today, Tuesday, August 8th at 3 

p.m. for refills, and at 3:30 p.m. for doctor visits. The GFC is for resi-

dents of McMinn and Meigs Counties that are under the age of 65 and 

have no health insurance. It’s at 18 Congress Parkway South.        
✓The Friends of Etowah Carnegie Library will hold their monthly 

book sale on Saturday, August 12th. The book sale is on the first floor 

of the library and will be open 10am-2pm. For more information, call 

(423) 263-9475 or visit online at www.etowahlibrary.com.        

✓ The McMinn County Election Commission will meet in regular 

session, Tuesday, August 15th at 5:00 pm in the conference room of 

the McMinn County Courthouse and will conduct any election busi-

ness to legally come before the board.                       

Free Service Calls,                            
Fast Service 

 
NEED NEW FLOORING?                                                 

Come see us for the cheapest rates on 100% Luxury 
Vinyl Plank Flooring starts @ $1.50 for installation!               

We have 16 ft. wide Vinyl, Carpet, Roll Vinyl & More! 
Can’t buy flooring for less, unless it’s a lot less flooring! 

We are cheaper on everything & will match &             
beat anyone’s prices!                                                                                           

We are worth the drive & easy to find!                                                                                                                                                         
(Across from McMinn County High School)                                                                                                                    

 We Specialize in keeping your 

Garage Doors on track!          

Call us TODAY, we will be 

happy to help!                              

We are a Proud Member of     

The Athens Area Chamber of 

Commerce  

Grace & Mercy 

Athens VFW is serving        

Tacos for Taco Tuesday         

TODAY from 5-7 PM.                

It includes 3 Tacos with 

your choice of beef or    

chicken, all toppings and 

nacho chips and cheese for                   

a mere $7.00.                                      

Come Join Us!   

 RESTAURANT SPOTLIGHT   

Famous Chicken ‘n Biscuits 

 Sausage & Egg Biscuits 2 for $5                                    
 LIMITED TIME: Breaded Sandwich with 

pickles, coleslaw & choice of tangy BBQ sauce 
or mustard based Carolina Sauce                                  

 32 oz Tea $1                          
BOJANGLES  of  Athens  -  S Congress Pkwy 744-5292 

 
 

TODAY IS TACO TUESDAY!                                                                 

Take 50% OFF all Single Tacos! Today Only! 

www.monterreysgrill.com  (423) 744-8644                                

319  Congress Pkwy S. Athens, TN 37303                                     

“Here since 1995”                        

Now Offering FDIC INSURED CD’s          

BROKERED thru RAYMOND JAMES     

THIS WEEKS FIXED RATES:                                    

6 MONTH CD: 5.25%                                         

9 MONTH CD: 5.25%                                       

12 MONTH CD: 5.30%                                                               

Bob Roseberry/Kevin Snow 

130 E. Washington Ave. Suite 6 

Downtown Athens  745-7434 

Effective 8.02.2023 

FOR A FREE        

SUBSCRIPTION TO 

CLICK ON THE 

LINK BELOW         

SUBSCRIBE 

The Morning Fax  
® 

WE BUY 

 MOBILE HOMES 

 ANY SIZE & ANY 

AGE CONSIDERED!                      

423-506-2787                                            
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TBI Undercover Operation 
 

Obituaries 
A two-day undercover operation by special agents with the TBI Human 
Trafficking Unit, the Alcoa Police Department, and the 5th Judicial District 
Attorney General’s Office has resulted in the arrest of seven men accused of 
seeking illicit sex from minors. Over a two-day period beginning August 
4th, as part of an undercover investigation aimed at addressing human traf-
ficking in East Tennessee, authorities placed several decoy advertisements 
on websites known to be linked to prostitution and commercial sex cases. 
The focus of the operation was to identify individuals seeking to engage in 
commercial sex acts with minors. As a result of the operation, authorities 
arrested seven men. All were booked into the Blount County Jail on the 
following charges:      

• Rene Gonzalez (DOB: 8/5/79), Sevierville: One count of Trafficking 
for a Commercial Sex Act. $25,000 bond. 

• Hardkkumar Patel (DOB: 8/9/91), Knoxville: One count of Traffick-
ing for a Commercial Sex Act. $25,000 bond. 

• Jorge Pickens (DOB: 5/10/02), Knoxville: One count of Trafficking for 
a Commercial Sex Act. $25,000 bond. 

• Bradford Hartman (DOB: 10/14/88), Maryville: One count of Traffick-
ing for a Commercial Sex Act. $35,000 bond. 

• Kenneth Price (DOB: 7/31/62), Rogersville: One count of Trafficking 
for a Commercial Sex Act. $35,000 bond. 

• Jeremiah Williams (DOB: 10/5/99), Knoxville: One count of Traffick-
ing for a Commercial Sex Act. $35,000 bond. 

•       Chethan Ranganatha (DOB: 8/1/83), Knoxville: One count of Traffick-
ing for a Commercial Sex Act. $35,000 bond.                                                     
Part of the operation also focused on identifying potential victims of 
trafficking. Two adult women were cited and offered services such as 
housing and counseling through Grow Free Tennessee, a program of the 
Community Coalition Against Human Trafficking. Information about 
human trafficking and law enforcement’s actions to address the issue in 
Tennessee can be found online at www.ITHasToStop.com 

 

⬧Billy Lynn “Bill” Dyke, Sr, age 73, of Athens, passed away on Sunday, 
August 6th. He was a member of Third Street Baptist Church in Alcoa. Bill 
was a veteran of the U.S. Army, having served in Vietnam. He was associat-
ed with Athens Stove Works.  Arrangements will be announced at a later 
date. Ziegler Funeral Home is in charge of arrangements.                                                                                    
⬧Norbert Alvin Hashe, age 94, of Athens, passed away Sunday, August 
6th at Athens Place Assisted Living. He was a native of Greeneville, and 
a longtime resident of McMinn County. He was a well known Dairy 
Farmer. A graveside service will be conducted at 2 pm, Wednesday, 
August 9th at Cedar Grove Cemetery.  Visitation will be from 11:30 am-
1:30 pm Wednesday at Smith Funeral Home prior to the graveside ser-
vice. Smith Funeral and Cremation Services is in charge of arrange-
ments.                                  
⬧Herman Grant Creasman, age 90, a lifetime resident of Meigs County 
passed away on August 6th. He retired from Combustion Engineering and 
enjoyed working on his farm. He was a member of the Pleasant Hill United 
Methodist Church. The family will hold a private memorial service at a later 
date. Companion Funeral Home of Athens is charge of arrangements.                                                                                                    
⬧John Gates Sterchi, age 69, of Ten Mile, passed away due to a tragic 
accident at his home on August 5th.  He was born in Knoxville and at-
tended Chilhowee Elementary School, Holston High School (Class of 
1972), and the University of Tennessee at Knoxville, where he graduated 
with a degree in Civil Engineering in 1979. He worked many decades in 
the field of fire safety and protection and served as the Fire Marshal for 
TVA’s Watts Bar Nuclear Plant for the last 17 years of his 37-year ca-
reer at that facility. He was the recipient of numerous awards and acco-
lades throughout his career. He proudly worked with the brave men and 
women serving as local Volunteer Fire Fighters in training exercises 
throughout his career with TVA and considered many of those heroes his 
friends and comrades. Ironically, those brave men and women were in-
strumental in coming to John’s recovery following his tragic accident. 
The family will receive friends at Decatur Funeral Home & Cremation 
Services, 163 Arrants Avenue, Decatur, on Thursday, August 17th from 5 
– 7 PM and will conclude with a memorial devotion. A celebration of 
John’s extraordinary life will be held in Knoxville at a later date. Decatur 
Funeral Home & Cremation Services is in charge of arrangements.    
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